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VICE‘ PRESIDENT

As Nicholas is away this month hav-
ing a well earned holiday in. England
with his family, it is my pleasure to
write a report inhis absence.

I 'thowzght | woeuld take this oppeoru-
ity of thanking Nicholas on behalf of
all the Fxecufive and - Members of SAVE
for his tireless work. Many hoors are
spent, Aot (o mention his own money,
helping this warthy cause. | did offi-
cially thank him at our AGM., bew-
wyer, | felt this cxposure was akso de

At the ALG.M. our new Executive
Committee was elected, Nicholas
Duncan President, Marion Bowers Vice-
President; Steve Deacen Treasurer,
Cheryl Davenpiirt Secretary and Ketry
Parsong Ceneral Duties. Congratula-
tions to ALL.

Since our last Mewsletter manyv things
Have been discussed by the Cammittée
in relation to furctions and fund-raising
and, in fact, ane of aur major fungd-
raisers for the yearcomes up atthe end
of Septermber, THE ROYAL SHIAW.
Hepefully, gven in these diffieult times
we will Tind the public sympathetic to
the cause. Our new coloured T-shirts

and sweatshirts have certainly taker off

well and will, | hope, be the usual best
seller at the Show. Tim Scarrott; our best
T-shift seller assures wie QuF new range

will break all past records. Tim keeps a

supply in his car- and manages o sell
theny all yearround, Thank you, Tim.

The Vietorian SAVE Branch held it's
inaugural meeting 1n July. Miss Susan
Penniculk is hoping to créaty anather
keean group of helpers and many new
members. Good fuck, Sue.

After the Royal Show, we are hidping
to-organiseé a function for early Novem--
ber, We will keep you pested on the
where and wherr and laek forvwand 1o
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Since 1987 when CITES passed a
resclution ureing Asian countries
to introduce laws prohibiling ratle
in rhino products, both Hamg Kong
and- Macau have taken action to
stop domestic trade, drd even
Taiwan has faketrsonie steps (nthat
gdirection. Lnfortumately South
Korea, oneof the main cammereidl
centres for rhiro hom and hide
produsts, has shown considerably
less enthusiasm to testrict s
Hourighing: trade.

fﬁchciins m.umuusi:,- dapproaching his ﬁumurm gmup of 'ﬁmusﬂ&"
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Although not recognised by the UN
and therefore not eligible to-accede to
CITES, the Taiwan Gevernment has
nevertheliss takern sonte actionto con-
trol tradein rhino parts. Trading with-
out éxpress permission from the au-
tharities has: been banned, and regis-
‘tration of rhino hofri and ivory is re-
quired by kaw.

Though official figures are not yet
available, the pumber of companies
regiskering possession of horn and pesw-

det (386 companies svwning a total of

1415 kg of harn and piowider] provided
anipile-evieherice that the productis il
very popular.

it is uhlikehy that all rhine stacks in
Taivean hdave been registered, and

equaly unlikely that the majonty of
hornfoumnd in Taiwan has been bawfully
attpaired, astraders have openty admit-
ted that thino harn was, ahd stifl s,
being smugaled in by air anit sed.

Taiwsail i§ aliomeving towards legis- -

lation regulatitg the use of hiorn in
manyfactured medical products, with
new faws in 1986 calling for manufac-
turers torregister their stecks. According
te-the Bureair of Drig Control, o caim-
pafiies Have done 56, but rmioat thing
paitts are marketed.in unprocessed form
through clinics. Althpughdamestic trade
in rhine ko s Hlegal under the Wild-
[ife Cormervation Law, no.action is.cur-
rently faken to enforce the faw,

Despite these developments; stiug-
aling confinued throughout last vear,

with Tatwanese Customs. corfiscating 8
rhino hotis in a shiprent that arrivied
wia Hamg Kong in fuly, In Septemibier 3
Taiwanese narionals were arrested in
South Africa with 110 hains in their
pessession, and ancther 40 horns have
reportedy been sent.to Taiwan, In De<
cember another 28 kg of horn was
found in a crate:shipped from Zambia.
A mumber of public burnings took plage
duridg the year to publicise the bans.

it is niew clear whether Tawanese
tradery are buying harn for deinestic
markets or for export, but Talwanese
cansuimers are paying sore of the high
st prices in the weorld. African homrde..
sellinig i1 Taipei last vear fot US$4221
a kg and Asiary hoe fisr US$54,040 2 ke
Petail, :

DRASTIC DROP IN
HONG KONG TRADE

Figm 1976, when Hong Kong be-
came. a member of CITES, the use of
licenices for possession of rhine parts
was introduced, andzll horns and hides.
had 1o be reégistered. Imports were
protibited hut registered stock could
still be éxported unfil 1986, while in-
ternal trade remained legal until pro-
hibited in 1988. Possession licences
were extended ta cover rhing carv-
ings, antiques and trophies, and in
1989 all avenues. of trade in rhino
products were closed with the infro-
duction of a new law banning the
import; export and domestic sale of
traditiorial medicine containing, or
claiming to contain; rhine ingredients.

In March last year, Bsimond Bradley
wartin co-ordindted @ survey (o test-the
effectiveness of these baris and, using a
Chinese interpreter, found that of 65
redicing shops and several whalesale
gstablishmients enly 5% dffered rhino
hern, a significant decrease from 1987
when 32%. offered the hom. Dealers,
well aware of the new. laws,. said they
would now only sell clandestinels: 10
wiell-known customers,

Page 2

Martin found that prices had also
drapped by 20%, susgesting-a decline
indemand fof rhing hofn, which bas in
part been replaced by Saiga Antelope
b,

Although there isevidence that some
dedlers dre still exporting stock ille-

MACAU LAWS
EFFECTIVE

As a Fortuguese tesritairy, Macau has
heern a4 member of CITES since 19487,
when Porfugal joined the organisation,
and the islang has banned all infernal

sales of thing parts sifce. 1988, The

eflect of the lav has been guite remark-
able: In 1987 654 of medicine shops
featured rhine hom, while three years
later the figure had dropped te: 7%, the
saler figures applying to hide products.
Martin learned during the 1990 survey,
howevet, that large quantities of rthino
horn were seld to @ number of East
Agtan countries in 1988,

gally, mainly in Chiba, Taiwan, and
piassibly Scuth Koréa, the suiiey seemis
1o confirm that the Hong Kong bah is
working, and that some manufaclurers,
of medicine are allering their praguets
toy exclude rhifm horm. and wse Saiga
Aritelope, Water Butfalo and sattle by
instead.
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NEW SOUTH AFRICAN MOVE IN

'BLACK RHINO CONSERVATION

The following is an extract repro-
duced courtesy of the Rhino and Fl-
ephant Journal, Vol. 5, june T991.

O 18 Jume 1990, a founder popula-
tion of black rhinos — two bulls and
three cows — were ductionigd by the
Matal Parks Board, which realised a sum
of R2.2 million, the highest price ever
paid for the specles by Mr. Dale Parker,
the.owner of Lapalala Wilderness, and

it mears that the black rhino today is

wirth thore alive than dead. Tn addi-
tian, the sale has provided the Natal
Parks Baard with importani funding for
varipus cangervalion programmes,

1 Lapalala Wildermess, a 24,400 ha

sancluary in the Waterberg mountais
of the north-west Transvaal, was ore of
eight private game reservies that had
applied to the Nakal Parks Board for
classification as auitable for the jmiro-
duction of black rhing. An area of ap-
proireately 10,000 ha was sefected for
the black rhino introduction. The entii
FesCRVE- AT0a, CovErng approximately
100 square kilomelres, isencircled with
an 18-strand game fence ovef a dis-

tance of approximately 45 kilomatres..
Fivie game sceiuts have been appointed
to contral thie atea, which amounts to

one scout for ever 20 square Kilometes,

The topagraphy of Lapatala Wildet-
ness comsists of densely bushed slopes;
hills, plateaus and valleys, with the
Blackland River rurming from south 1o
reirth; this is a tributary of the Lephatala
River; prervigting dn éxcellent source of
wafer. The entire arga Is sarfounded by
some 75000 ha of wild country, de-
voted entirely t conservation.

The rhings left Natal on 8 Acgust,
1990, arriving at Lapalala the next day
after ¥ jourmey of somi 15 hours inthe
Matal Parks Beard's 18 wheeler rhinn
tramspeirter, draver by a powerful MAN
Diesel Horsa lent to the Baard fot the
ocasion. The pperation was under the
control of Aple Strauss and vererindrian
Pete Rogers. Offloading into & newly-
huilt bamas proceeded smaoothly and
heralded the return of the black rhino
afteran absence of morethan 100vesars,

The final refease of the rhirmos inte the
10,000 ha sanctuary commenced on 3

December, 19960, after eighteen weeks
in the bomas, Previgusly about four
weeks was. considered sutiable, hut
extremely |ate rains had resulted in
poit veld conditions ard the decision
was taken to hold the rhinos for a pri-
tracter period. A rumber of rhing spe-
cialists consulted unanimously, con-
firmed the wisdiom of hiolding the-rhing
Il:acri-:q regardless of cost,. as the risk vwas
igh..

The pritracted confinement reaufed
in all five rhinos ealming down ex-
remelywaell, which resulted i releases
proceeding easily gver a period of 10
days, one animal being released every
48 hours, No problems were experi-
#nced whaltsoever arwd all five rhines
have setted in well: the wo bulls se-
lecting well separated bocations. Tivoof
the cows have been seen together oha
rumber of geeasions ahd the youngess,
at s8ven vears old, s very settled inthe
prasence-of people in vehicles, which
has provided wonderful viewing for
visitars to the reserve's exclusive lodge.
The other four rhinos have reverted to

type and are extrermely shy.

SOUTH KOREA LAGS BEHIND

South Koreais not amemberof CITES,
although authorities have said for the
‘ast five years thal the country intends
m join the organisation, 1t is a major
destination for rhino horn, and recent
surveys reveal record quanfities of horn
products. o sale in Seoul, The price of
horn, US%4410 a kg, has risen to three
times its normal level.

Although rhing horn was prehibited
as an ingredient iranufactured medi-
cimein 1983, and thore has been a total
ban on imports since 1986, Korean
authorities have never conduited a reg-
istration of existing stocks and have not
furbidden domestic trade in rhino horn,

After a press conference was held in
Seoul to present the results of Fast year's
survey, the Ministry of Health and So-
cial Affairs immediately wrote to Cirien-
tal medicing associations wurging deoc-
tors o refrdin fromi usingthe pridoct in

medicimes; but has o intention of in-
troducing registrafion fo meniter the
situation,

As long as Sauth Korea: lags behind
other Asian countries in its eonteol of
hiarn, it is likely s remain a major
market, and mayeven becomethe mst

lucrative marleet as restrictions are
tightenied in Taiwan ard other cown-
tries,

{Surnmarises] from a report by Tom
Millikén, Esmond Bradley SMartin and
Kristin Nowwellin TRAFFIC Bulietin Vol
12, Nos 1/2, 1991),

DEHORNED RHINOS
THRIVING IN NAMIBIA

According to the Namibian Minis-
try of Wildlife, Conservation and
Tourism, a sé¢ond rhino deborning

operation has heen successfully car-
ried out on a number of Black Rhino
as part of a strategy to protect the
species from poaching.

Thie first glebiori ng progranme was
uAadettaken in 1989, while other
measures include anti-poaching. pa-

trols and the translocation of threat-
enieed animals to safer areas.

The animals. dehormed in the 1982
aperation do nol.seprm 1o have been
achversely affected. Two calves have
sinee beerrbarn, and dehorned rhinos
have been seen mating. A dehormed
calf is also progressing well.

{Summaries from reports in TRAF-
FIC Bulletin ¥ol. 12 Nos. 1/2 1981)




SHOULD TRADE IN

HORN BE LEGALISED?

Mariy experiencied conservaticnists
believe that barining tradé in rhing
horn has failed, and will continné te
fail, to save the rhine from extinction,
They are eonvinced that the anly way
to save the rhine (and elephant} is by
looking at ways to legalise trade in
anirhal products and so- gain the sup-
port of tribespeople living on the bor-
ders of national parks.

In the theught-pravoking article “Le-
galise the horts ef Afriea?” in the fune
tsue of the South African publication
“The Rhifo and Elephant Jouinal’, Clive
Walker puts forward the vigw that the
combined efforts of the World Life Fund
for Mature and edher organisations do.
not appear to have been suceesstul,

Is it realistic to think that we can
petsiade the consurmers: of Asia to
change iraditions that have Existad for
hundreds of years,

Clearly, says Clive Walker, killing
poachers s nat the selution, as the
rewards of rhino peiching arg obyi-

ROYAL
SHOW
HELPERS

Help is needed to set up the
stand on Friday 27 September
between the hours of 12 noon

and 5pm, and on Sunday 6 Octo-
ber for dismantling af 10.00am..

Anybody handywitha hammier
. ahd able to lift and cérry phease
phone 444 6550,

Alst if anvone s inferested and
cah spare.a féw hours duting thie
Show — a roster will be set up. l

Phone 444 63550 — we will take
names arid ot you kiow i we
need you. It is important ko stick
o the tirme afthe roster, othieradse
swe end up with too many helpers
at one time and reine Gt another,

_
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ously werth risking death for, When
ane is dealing with people whose priar-
ity is survival, not consérvation, then
surely the way to go is te bring the
poachers on side by imgraving their
own situatron,

He quotes arm article in thie: Enidan-
gered Wildlite Trust Journal of June
1990, in which economist Milke 't Sas-
Rolfes says:

“With a legal market for rhino gonaeds,
most other problens could be resolbved,
The park boards could auction off sup-
pliesef horn collectad inthe past; Srmall

-armingnts coyld be sold ata firne, fofeep

the markel partially satisfied while

gainng maximum prices (it would be

foolish tr attempat to Fload’ amarketol
thiat size abioukwhich relativiey litte is
ko). This would facilitatethegradual
eomnencerment of rhino hard proadud-
tien.”

40 An unrestricted market in rhing
gonds. and sendces would pravidesoci-

ety with an optiium numtrer of live

thitwgs in garme reserdes, rhino hofrs
and rhifio trophiies, All that is réguired (s
a legalised market and the recoghition

and protection of private propery J‘lght?-
ey rhities's by povernment,”

Clive Walker's. argurment is thai 70
per cent of all rhino on the African
continent arewnder protectien in South
Africa, includirg 20%, of all black rhing.
[n other wiords the population is in gosd
ehnugh shape for dustainable use to be
madeof it Many whitethinoare legally
shat as hunting trophies, and athers die
from ratural morlality: Htbe horns from

these antmals were legally traded, the

profits could be ploughed Back i
thing profection and management.
He suggests that discussicns sho.
b el with sellers in the Far East, with
& view to estahlishing diregt legal and
contralled muarketinglinks which could
eventually e away with raiddlemen

and poachers. All proteeds of trade.

Wit go 10 tonservation,

Clive Wailker's argument s more gf
loss thessame as thet being presented by
Zimbakwe, Botswana, and South Af-
rica in support @l their right tocontinue
solling fvory 1o raide funds to protect
wildlifé arid assist local fribespgople,

What do vou think?

CONSERVATIONISTS
ALL AT SEA?

‘The' Elephant Protection Grisup in
the United Kingdein, using public sub-
reription, last Ocfober launched jts ficst
sea-going patrol boat, Tusk, which was
sentto Tanzania. Well, weare all aware
that loss of hapitat is ome of the reasons
for the declining elephant population, |
didn't realise, however, that the el-
ephants of Tanzania had been driven

mte the sea! Officrally; the reason Tor
the laurech ofthis boatwas tu patrel the

Tarzanian tuastline t intercept ivory

sriugglers. Rather like shutting the sta-
ble door after the hdarse has Bdlted,
Gun’l vou think?'

Reproduced courtesy of the Rhine
and Elephant Jauenal, Vol 5 June 15991)

Don't forget our new: range
$22.00
Assarted colours.
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DINNER

Perhaps early November,
A dinner with an African
theme.
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